Grace w you and
shalom (peace) from
God  Almighty, In
March 2000 Pope John
Paul visited lsrael, He
appeared visibly
touched (at least on
TV} as he visited the
Holy Land and especially since Good Friday and Easter is round the
comer. How about us? Are we touched by what Christ has done for us?
Let us meditate on:

"Why did Jesus die?"

For when we were yef withou! strength, in due time Christ
died for the ungodly. ROMANS 56

The crucifixion of the Lord Jesus Christ was a
horrible affuir. He had been tortured, mocked and
spat upon through the night and hours proceeding
His grueling trek to Calvary where nails were
driven through His hands and feet, where the

opened, bloody flesh of His back was placed T :{
against a wooden cross, where the people & 1
mocked Him and told Him to come down if He il

were Lthe Son of God.

All of this was done for you and me. The cross is ENGEIN-RER g1Vl
not an  example of victimization, it s
demonstration of a love that nobody on this earth can comprehend. The
cross is not an example of powerlessness, it is the love offering of the
strongest, most powerful, most courageous human being that ever walked
the face of the earth. The cross is not an example of a martyr dying for a



cause, it is God come in the flegh, becoming a bloody sacrifice for His
creatures, But the story did not end there...

After the Lord Jesus Christ died, He was wrapped in linen and laid in a
grave, Three days later, He gloriously rose from the dead just like He said
He would. Everybody knew that He had said He would rise, They even
had soldiers to guard the tomb to make sure His body wouldn't leave it. In
their insanity, they did not understand that no man can stop God. Before
He went back up to glory where He came from, Jesus was seen by over
500 people. He now sits on the right hand of the throne of God where He
ever lives 1o make intercession for His children.

Jesus came to this earth to die, He performed miracles so that people
would know that He is indeed the Son of God, but He came to die. The
reason that He died is for our sins. The Bible says that every person in this
whole world has sinned. Examples of sin include lying, dishonoring our
parents, and bad words.

God loves us 50 much that He came to this earth in the form of 8 man-
Jesus--and died for our sins on a cross--that's the crucifixion. When Jesus
was on the cross, He shed His blood to pay for our sins. But He did not
remain dead. On the third day, He rose from the dead and was seen by
over 500 people before He went back to heaven where He came from-—
that's the resurrection,

The Bible says that anyone who repents of their sins, believes that Jesus
died on the cross and rose from the dead, and gives their life to Jesus will
be born-again and saved from hell. Romans 10:13 says, “For whosoever
shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be saved.” Amen.

Pastor Martin Yee



[l EROVER STORY

When the hour came, he
ook his place at the table,
and the apoatles with him
He said 1o them, "1 have
eagerly desired (o eat this
Passover with you before
I suffer; for 1 tell you, |
will mol eat it until it &
fulfilled in the kingdom
of God.™ Then he took a
cup, mnd afier givang
thanks he suid, "Take this
end divide & smong
vourschver, for [ icll vou
that from now on [ wall
pnol drink of the frum of
the vine until the kingdom
of God comes.™ Then he
took a loafl of bread, and when he had given thanks, he broke & and gave # to them, saying,
"Thit is my bady, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me™ And he did the
same with the cup afier supper, saving, “This cup that is poured out for you is the new
tj‘::uunl in my biood. Luke 22:14-20. See also Matthew 26:17-29; Mark 14:12-25; and
n |3:3-18

B f F' T Pilate, wanting 10 release Jesus,
agls Ko : addressed them again; but they
J""“"‘ GrE I e kept shouting, “Crucify, cnucify
e

" I:i* him!" A third time he said 1o
1 q s them, "Why, what evil has he
5% R . 4 7 done? | have found in him no
. - ' groumd for the sentence of death,
% I will therefore have him flogged
and then release him.” But they
kept wgently demanding with
lowd shouts that he should be
crucified, and their wvoices
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:ﬂ'E'rIllﬂl 5o Plh*t gave his verdict 1!1:] llmr 1h.'rla:|:l thould be panied, Luke 23:20-24
Son alo Matthew 17:11-26; Mark 15:1-15; and John 18:13-19:16.




When they came (o the plsce thal is called The
Skull, they crucified Jesux there wath the
ocrmmweals, one on ks right end one on ks lefl

Then Jesus said, *Father, forgive them; for they
do not know what they are dolng.” And they
casl lols 1o divide his clothing. And the people
sindd by, waiching:, bul the leaden scoffed m
him, sying, “He saved others; lei him save
hirvsell iF he 15 the Messish of God, his choken
onel" The soldiers alio mocked him, coming up
and offering him sour wans, and saying. “IF you

are the King of the Jews, save vourselll™ Loke 23:13-37. See slso Matthew 17.3 324, Mark

15:25-32; and John | 9:18-24

MATTHEW 28:2-7 NKJ - And behold, there vwas a great
enrthquoke; for an angel of the Lord descended from heaven,
and came and rofied back the stone fom the door, and sat on
il. His countenance was like lighining, and his clolthimg as
white 83 stow. And the guards shook for fear of him, and
became like dead men. Bul the angel answered and ==id io

the women, "Do nol be afmid, for | know that you ssck

Jesus who was crucified. *He is not here; for He bs risen, as
He said. Come, see ihe place where the Lord lay. "And go
quickly and tell His disciples that He 15 risen From the dead,
and indesd He is going before you into Galiles; there wou
will see Him. Behold, 1 hawe told you ™

The hioge stone was moved, and the Reman seal was broken,
mi spite of the guards ol Jess' tomb

| i
. The resurrection of Jesus Christ is a
VESUSHISIRISE NI ey
7 can challenge Chrisi's Fesurrection -

if they ke an hones look at the
evidenoe. Only those who neover
study the #idence — of who refuse
to listem 00 iS testmony -- could
deny the resvrmection of Jesus Christ
If you have not studied ihe sobec
yoursei] = hinw can you indelligently
malke a decivion? Many learmed men
have tried to disprove Chrisi's
resurregiion - only e become
believers instead!

fl
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POEM FROM AN E-

Bro Ronnie shared aboul an e-mail he
received from his wife. | would not
wanl to report the o-mail in its entirety
because chances are you would have
received it also.  Anyway, it was about
Cod, who patiently waits for us to talk
to Him each day. However we in our
busyness fail to fzlk to our Father in
heaven. An appropriate reminder for
the prayer meeting.

MORE UPLIFTING E-MAIL
Bro Peler also shared an e-mail, which
brought tears to hiz eves. 1t was about a
ter, who lost a pair of new
spectacles, while packing parcels for
shipment overseas. Only mamy years
later did he realize that God had used
his spectacles to answer the need of an
OWErSEAS M issionary pasior,

OPPORTUNITIES TO SHARE

Bro Roy shared that on one occasion he
had &n opportunity to share Jesus with a
stranger. Although not prepared he did
not lose the chance 1o answer some
tough questions. (se= 2 Tim 4.2)

Bro Peter also shared abowl how he
tonk the opporiumity (o share Jesus with
one of his Japanese clients, The

K@

Japanese believe Tn many religions but
they do not have a strong religious life
because they live for the things of this
world. When this client gave him an
opening, Bro Peter quickly took it 1o
share the Gospel.

Pray for these 2 persons thatl the seed
planted will grow.

JAMES 5:13
1% any one of you in trouble? He should

pray.

JAMES 5:16

Therefore confess wvour sins lo each
other and pray for each other so that
you may be healed.

Prayer is so important yet it is the least
used weapon in the Christian's arsenal,
We normally give up praving when
things don't go right for us, and our
lives are in a mess, Actually, this is the
time when we should pray the hardest,
Remember David praying that his son
would be spared. He did nof give up
until the end, (see 2 Sam 12 15-20)

De not fall for the Devil’s lie when he
tells you, "Don't Pray Pray!"



&0 Updalt O Qrise

GRAHAM STAINES went to India at the age of 23. He spent 35 years in India, working
with the Evangelical Missionary Society. Staines focus was always the poorest of the
poor. He was mvolved with work to help orphans and those suffering from leprosy.,

Last year, on the night of 23 January 1999, Staines and his two sons Philip (9) and
Timaothy (7) visited the village of Manoharpur in the state of Orissa. Because of lack of
sccommodation in the village, they decided to sleep inside their jeep. Some time later
they were woken by the srange sound of people chanting oulside ther jeep. Abowt 50
fundamentalist Hindus had surrounded the vehicle and were chanting anti-Christian
slogans. Suddenly the darkness was lit up by huge flames. The Hindus had set the jeep
on fired  When they tried to get out, they were pushed back in by men carrying long
bamboo poles. They used the poles to jam the jeep’s doors. The Staines were burned
alive.

The President of India stated, “The barbarous killing belonged to the world's inventory of
black deeds and it was condemnable that someone who had spent years caring for leprosy
patients should be done 1o death in such & menner instead of being thanked and

Epprecisiad &1 5 role model ™

N MARCH 1999, an evangelit named David Taryl came to speak in churches in
Cutack, a large city in Orissa. Terryl told the people, “The Lord has shown me that a
tarrible calamity is coming upon this land very soon_®

ON THE MORNING of October 19, 1999, a terrible storm, with a status of "Super
Cyclane™ hit over the coast of Orissa. Winds up to 300 km/howr smashed into thousands
of exposed coastal villages. Tidal waves 35-foet high aashed down on the villages,

droeming cverything that the wind had faibed to destroy. Lateit figures revealed about
60,000 Orissans were killed.

A MIRACLE was reported in the village of Batiagon in Jagatsinghpur District. Just 4 km
from the sea, there were just two buildings made of concrete: a church and a rich man's
house. The rest of the buildings were straw and clay. People rushed into the two
buildings for shelter. About 100 pecple, both Christians and non-Christians, jammed ito
the chirch. They cried out to the Lord for protection. At sround |1 am, & massive tidal
wave about 30-feet high slammed into the village, instantly destroying the shacks and
sweeping away the rich man's house. Witnesses inmde the church sy the wave seemed
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to split and go around both sides of the building. All 300 people who had taken shelter
inside the church survived.

After the storm, many of the secular
newspapers and magazines in this part
of India wrote that this calamity was
the judgement of God on the State for
the killing of Graham Saines and his
two sons. The people feel they have
experienced the awesome wrath of the
Almighty God and many are humbled,
especially as the rescue and aid efforts for the survivors were once again spearheaded by
Christian organisations. Churches all over the state report more of #n openness to the
(ospel than before.

What can we do?
a) Pray for the people of Orissa:
I, that the Lord Jesus Christ would be rightfully glorified and honoured by each of
the 273 tribes and people groups of Orissa
2. that millions of Orissans would seek to know the One True God
3, that God would bless the work of the Christian organisations seeking to feed,
clothe and house the victims of the Super Cyclone,

b) Give
. A gift of 525 will buy one family a 30kg sack of rice, bed shects and clothing
and various medicines

2, Faor just $173 materials for a simple house can be bought
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“Lowve”
A wWord s0 Wonbrous
ANd soMOTOUS
Wrapping up such sweetmess
And riches
M, One behalos in his imagination
Extemding beyond the horizon

"Lowe”
An imaginative perception it could be
So scasomal

Awnd micrcurial
As one dreams with fancy

And exacts with aubdbacity
When reality sets in

The bubble is burst
The sweetness and riches become lost

Leaving behind a chimera of happy valley

“Lawve”

Somicthing so maysterious
One's of ten desirous

Wrapping up such sweetness
And riches

So freely given to all
Yet the multitude receive it not

To thew wou may give of vour love in pain
Just as the Lord in anguish poured out the

But mever in this world & return could vou expect
Least even am appreciative response to have in praspect

B L L L L T L T R e R e T B e A LA T

Shden borm of sin who know wot frrxc bove to give
Likewvise unberstand mot what's free love to receive

“ 11 lomcliness thew cry out to the Lord with fervour
The warmth of love they seck with ardbour

Thew grumble thew wail and they -:L-:muw |
But at love given they f..-.ltcr AND ﬂm:-.{ cavil

¢ Deceived by nothing but the hlcmishcf of their ovwn reflections
They retreat in wnbelief at the love given sweet reliefs

T e A A A A A R A A L

‘:.'Tu! wiles they throw their embrace
From truths they stamd aloof

R

gﬁurpriﬂ not when seeds of love sovwn fall on stomy growmd
: Harken still the parable of the spwer the Lord in wisbom promounce
£ Simply rejoice and be glad for the |1ﬁ?ii;5f of & loving soul

§ But mot from Ihis worlo I'H TETUrH AW 2AsY prize to hapq:

=
=

For mo charity mulh be more valuﬁhl: than an umscish-love _
§ That finds requital in greater rewards in heavenly kingdbom mear
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continued from The Vine - February 2000 issus, .,

Why I Believe
the Bible.

ls thers any way we can confirm
this?

Yesl There are several ways for
confirming 1his, and sach depends on
the demonstration of the wile's
knowledge baing knowledge quite
beyond what would be nommaly
epcled

Isalah’s
prophecies.

Take, for inslance,
tha prophel 1saiah,
who wrole in fhe
period 738 BC 1o
B81 BC His wriling
is afuded fo owver
250 times in iha
Mew Testamend, and direclly qumaﬂ al
loast ity times in the MNew Testament
Why I8 0 so popular in the MNew
Testamenl?

If we ook &l the most famouws segment
of lsaiah, 52:13 to E3:12, we find il
guoted ten times in the New Testaman
(Mafthew 8:17, Luke 22:37; John
12:38; Acls B:32, 33; Romans 10:16;
15:21; Hebrews B28: 1 Peler
2:22 24 25 The passage begins wilh
the disfigurement of a servant beyond
recognition (Isalah 52:14); he is
refjected, he suffers death, is buried,
and he is said 1o be a sin offefing, and
to see fife once again. The ssrvanl's
sufferings and death, followed by a new
leaae of life are ewactly those things

Ihat are written in the Mew Testament
ms experiences of Jesus Chiist i the
Mew Testameni record 8 correct, and
we will sxamine this poinl briefly a lille
lafer, then how did lsaigh khow of it
about TOO years earbier? Or was jhe
book of Isalah merely a fabrication put
together aftler the death of Jesus
Chrisi? The latier option can safely be
rejecied, since 8 copy of the complete
book of lsaiah was located amongst tha
Dead Sea Sorolls and dated at 150 BC
The book of Isaiah most definilaly pre-
dated Jesus Christ

Wl perhaps it was
ihe story aboud Jesus
ihat was the fabricated
partl Perhaps some
Jewish  pecple  had
read ihe passage from
Isaiah and decided fo
invent a fulfilmeni, and
s0 made up Several
nasratves afn a
- iy heca characier
called Jesws Christ. Perfaps the whola
Mew Testameni was an slaboralely
confrived hoax! Afer all, & is wall
known thal some Jewish fanalics did
exactly fthal wiath other histone
characters such a8 Moses and Enoch

Evidenca for Jesus,

What ewvidence is there lhal Jesus
aciualy existed? That what was written
aboui him was factual, and histonscally
correct? For 8 concise summary of this
aspect | would refer you to the arbcla
tiled “Who Was Jesus?™,. Bad right at
e moment, give consideralion 1o a
parficular versa in one of the MNew
Testament letters. The city of Caninth in
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1672, when they were
ichanlified a5 being past &
copy of Mark 6:52-53.
The significance of this
firwd wias enormious, for

it showed that the
Gospel of Mark was

in existenca wilhin
twenty years of the orucifodon, that is,
when eye-wiinesses wera aifll very
plentfid, The story could nol have
confinued o exist unless it had besn
authentic and genulna, The ontical
scrding and comment of eye
witnezaas, Jews, Christians, Romans,
and Gresks, must have accapled them
@s being acowate, So the nevilatsa
conclusion must be thal Josus Cheist
was a real person, and that the record
that was written about him was refiable
and genuine.

Tha Jews.

The Jews are cerlanty heavily involved
in tha main thrust of the Bible. | would
draw your atlendion fo jusl one
prophecy conlained in the Bible
concerning  the  Jews, from 1he
hundreds avallable, 1 is to ba found in
the wilings of he propiet of Isatah

“in that day the Lord will each owt his
hand a secomd lima o recleim Ihe
resmoant thal is ket of his people from
Assyria, from lower Egypl from Cush,
frem  Elam, from  Batyionf,  from
Hamath and from [he islands of the
55, He Wil raise 8 banner for the
nations and gather the axies of lsreal
he wit assemble the scoltered peopks
of Judah from fhe fowr quarters of (he
garth.* |aaiah 11:11,12

This passage emphasises a
second pgathering of lsraesl
from the nalions. Both
history and the Bible record
the Brst reslorng of 1he
Jews to the land. It took
place from 536 BC when
Cyrus, rnier of [Persia,
conquered Babylonia where the Jews
hod been held for ssventy yeadrs
following their being taken inlo caplivity
from iheér land by the Babylonan king,
Hebuchadnezzar.

They subsequenily again losl thelr
teritory o Invaders, and were
dispersed 1o foreign tands following the
gverihrow of the Romans i AD. 70
Then in 1848, a remarkable thing
happened, in that the temitary of the
Jews was returmed to them as e re-
esiatlished country of lerael, Since that
dale the Jews haye been reluming 10
Israel In wery large numbers, and
particularly from Russia during these
tast few months. How was il that |salah
could speak of this stuation about 700
BC - ona hundred years before ewven
tha first regatherng of lsraslf?
Someona must have fold him. It must
have bean God.

Prayer.

Some of the other reasons | have for
badiaving the Bibéa are more personal
One example, for instance. B the
condiional promse in the Bible thal
prayer will recaive Divine attention.

“Call to me and | will answer you and
el you gresl and unsearchalve things
yous co ol Know.”

Jaremiah 33.3



“Ask and it will be given you, seek and
you will find; Knock and the door will be
opened to you... If you, then, though
you are evil know how to give good
gifts to your children, how much more
will your Father in heaven give good
gifts to those who ask himI® Matthew
1.7, 11

When | was a teenager, | had a
response to prayers when my father
was very ill with a brain tumour. The
manner of response was sufficient to
know that it was not imagination;
though the relief was only of a
temporary nature each time.
Nevertheless, it was to me a great
consolation to know that there was a
Supreme Power able to listen to me,
and to provide visible resuits. Since
that time, prayer has continued to be a
part of my life, providing the assurance
that what was written in the Bible was
true even in today's world.

In believing the Bible, | found myself
turning to it for guidance in how to live
in the world of today; for the Bible has
within its pages some absolute gems of
wisdom. For if it indeed has been
written under the inspiration of God,
then it is logical that it contains
information that is not only 100%
trustworthy, but may contain advice
that has yet to be endorsed by today's
sociologists etc. Read thoroughly, for
example, the book of Proverbs, and
see whether or not you are duly
impressed by the jewels of wisdom
contained in it. For you will find that it is
not a theoretical book but a series of
practical statements that, if
implemented by mankind, would
completely change the face of

/Iwww.bible.org.nz

humanity. Certainly it has the potential
to change your life. And not only does
the book of Proverbs have this
potential, but almost all the books of
the Bibie.

A unique message.

The Bible is no ordinary book. It makes
a unique claim that it is the Word of
God. It carries a tremendous spiritual
message. For every book within it
confronts the reader with the reminder
that we are all sinful characters, and
that we need deliverance from that
state. It presents the remedy, and it
calls for action. The prophet Isaiah had
the following message for the people of
his day, and the message would not
need changing even today:

" 'Seek the Lord white he may be
found; call on him while he is near. Let
the wicked forsake his way, and the evil
man his thoughts. Let him tum to the
Lord and he will have mercy on him,
and to our God, for he will freely
pardon. For my thoughts are not your
thoughts, neither are your ways my
ways,' declaras the Lord " 'As the
heavens are higher than the earth, so
ara my ways higher than your ways
and my thoughts than your thoughts.'"
Isaiah 55:6-9

The key to understanding life is
contained in the Gospel of John;

"lf anyone chooses to do God's will, he
will find out whether my teaching
comes from God or whether | speak on
my own.” John 7:17
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Making headlings again is our Bro Lin
You Fang, who spent 72 hours in Jurong
Foint in December 1999, For his efforts,
he won 10,000, Mo doubt his
experience with the BB miust have
helped him to win the contest. He and
two other contestants had to literally
live, sleep and eat in Juwrong Pomi.

Could this be a reward for his act u:rf
kindness to & boy suffering from cancer?
Maybe 50, but our God only promised fo
take care of our needs (Phil 4:19) and Bro
Lin needed this money to repay his
education loan. So we won't ask Bro Lin
for a treat. He probably doesn't have any
money left,

Welcome to JCC:

CHARLIE CHANG

ary Cher
Albert & Kathy Ng




CTRENGTHENED FOR THE WORK

The July 14 Dally Bread talks about the siress and straln of Pastoral Work, which

faces all pastors including our dear Pastor Martin Yea,
this message shares from Haggal 2:4," "Be strong....

It was my privibege tcl spand tima with a group
: of church leaders at a pastors conferenca. It
| spon became evidenl that the rugged

demands of the pasiorale and the idealistic
. expeciafions of some congregations were
! teking & foll on these faithfl servants of the
| Lord Some were burned oot and emalionslly
i exhausted, Cthars wara asking hard gueslions
i about the primary responzsibilities of a pastor
i @nd how fo find tme for evarything,

i Some were stessed by the “waichdog®
i mermbers of thelr chierch — you know, the kind
i who watch every little move and lat you know
| If you're even slighy out of siep. Other pas-
| tors wondered how fo know when If's time o
i leave.
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| In one meeting, the conference director
i brought an encowraging message from the
i book of Haggal. He reminded thess faithful
i labarers In Christ's church of Haggal's words
| from the Lord to Zerubbabel, the leader of the
| project to nebulld the temple: "Be sfrong™ (2.4},
i 1 am with you" {v.4), “ Wil bless you" {v.18),
:r and "l have chosen you® (v.23).

I
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|

Thase words from the Lord should encourage
Eoal wiho are weary in the work of God, If you're
¢ siressed and exhausied, remember that God
! is with you and He will strangthen you for the
| work He's called you lo do. -DCE

Fod gives fo His servans ihis promise;
"I never will leave you @lone;

And when you grow weak in vowr stirugiple,
My sivength will privall - not your oin. " Hiss

GOOS WORK DONE IN GODS WAY
WILL NEVER LACK GOES SUPPLY,

Indesd as the writer of
and work; for 1 am with you ™
gays the LORD' wes must
remember that our strength for
doing the work comes from the
LORD and not from curselves. So
even as we complain about the
pastor, we are actually complaining
about God for He has chosen the
man to lead us and it is He who
provides the strength for the work,

THE reading can be applied to all
leaders, who are tired of

their work, Remember to call upon

the LORD for strength {o carry on

| remember the tme when | had to
stand in fronl and present the
accounts. | was guostioned for
what seemed 1o be hours. In my
mind thesa thoughts flashed:

7 thesa peopla dont even know
accounting;

¢ do they frust thal | would not
cheat them?,

+ hey, | am doing this free of
charge;

+ I'l step down from the council.

It s inevitable thal people have
high expectations of their leaders
since they look up to them
However complaining about your
leaders & nol the solution to
having better leaders. Pray for
them Instead. Pray thai the LORD
will bless your leaders and pastors
with wiadam and astrength

Wantin (Hheak



